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Our Building Ministries Program
For many years, Rose City Park Presbyterian Church has provided building space to non-profit
groups for their administration, programs, and performances. Groups apply to our Building and
Grounds Committee which screens applications and sends them to the Session for approval. Our building
offers a place where many come to work, learn, and serve. With this issue, we begin a new series that
features our partners. We start with PlayWrite.

Transforming the Lives of Youth at the Edge
through the Power of Performance
Since 2009, Bruce Livingston has entered the door to the church, waved a friendly hello to the
church staff, and climbed the stairs to his office in Room 214 to begin his workday as Executive
Director of PlayWrite. In 2003, Bruce founded this unique program that provides ten-day workshops for adolescents where they are guided by professional coaches to write an original play
based on their experiences.
Through careful talking and listening, coaches guide participants in a
process that allows their emotions to emerge in a script that untangles their
experiences of loss and other trauma. By using the technique of creating
non-human characters, it provides a safe emotional pathway for writers to
tell their truths that results in a new story for themselves. The youth then
direct professional actors in a staged reading that is open to the public.
Much of Bruce’s work is reaching out to established youth programs and
schools to offer this transformative experience to youth at the edge.
PlayWrite offers workshops to programs such as Alliance@Meek High School, Donald E. Long
Detention Center, Mt. Scott Learning Center, and New Avenues for Youth. This past summer,
PlayWrite used our Celebration room for a workshop for Syrian Refugee Youth. While
performances are held in several venues, many are held at Oregon Children’s Theater on Sandy
Blvd.
For each youth who participates in the program, it costs $1,200 to compensate the coaches and
actors, as well as pay for administrative costs. RCPPC is dedicated to this program and assists
PlayWrite in their mission by charging them considerably less rent than what they would have
to pay in a commercial building.
If you see Bruce or Aimee Farr, executive assistant, do say hello; they are passionate about the
work they do and the lives they help to transform.
To learn more about PlayWrite and view past performances, visit:
https://www.playwriteinc.org/
PlayWrite fundraiser: Wednesday, November 6th at 6:30. Use their website to sign up.

November in Worship ~ A Season of Gratitude
Celebrate All Saints’ Day on November 3 with gratitude for:
“Saints” of our congregation who have died since the last All Saints’ Day in the reading
of their names and tolling of the bell.
“Saints” in your life by writing their names on a ribbon to hang on a Tree of Remembrance in
our sanctuary.
“Gifts of Christ’s Table” with traditional communion in the pews.
Reflect during Hunger & Homelessness Sunday on November 17
Guest preacher, Melissa Pittman shares the program at St. Francis Catholic Church as a
parishioner serving meals and welcoming the houseless, and her engagement with
Portland City Council and the Mayor’s Office on these issues.
Ms. Pittman is a writer, songwriter, activist and women’s advocate. She founded BroadArts
Theatre, a non-profit touring live theatre company that created original plays celebrating
women who make our world more equal, peaceful, compassionate, sustainable and just. She
once had an office at RCPPC, and for a number of years her organization sponsored a Peace
Camp in the summer for our children.
Celebrate Christ the King Sunday and Thanksgiving on November 24
with gratitude for the gift of Christ’s ministry and reign on earth; with thanksgiving for family
and friends gathered in love.

Adult Education in November : Hunger and Homelessness
Mark Danley, RCPPC Artist for November
Portland photographer, Mark Danley, presents his photo exhibit, “Who Are We? – Living on
the Streets of Portland” as part of Hunger/Homelessness Month, this November.
Mark is a semi-retired mediator who has lived in Portland for over 33 years. He is author and
photographer of “Portraits from a Forgotten Place – Freetown, Sierra Leone, 2017.” His
photography will be presented in the RCPPC Parlor through the month of November. Mark
will also share stories of Portland’s homeless communities during adult education on
November 10th in the RCPPC sanctuary at 11:20 a.m.
Rounding out the story, Mark says, “understanding the people whom we label as homeless
requires us to look beyond the stereotypes.” His curiosity led him to the streets of Portland to
discover for himself, what life is like for our homeless citizens. Thus, he reflected the wisdom
in Ursula K. LeGuin’s The Left Hand of Darkness, “[t]o learn which questions are unanswerable,
and not to answer them: this skill is most needful in times of stress and darkness.”
NOVEMBER 24 – A’Jay Scipio, Manager for NE Emergency Food Program
RCPPC welcomes A’Jay Scipio in the Chapel at 11:20 a.m. to update our congregation on
activities of the NE Emergency Food Program (NEFP). Under the umbrella of Ecumenical
Ministries of Oregon (EMO), NEFP includes four other programs and serves our food insecure
neighbors in the NE Portland Cully neighborhood. RCPPC’s “Green Bag” donations help to
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support 1,200 families a month at NEFP on NE
72nd Avenue.

A’Jay moved to Portland from Topeka, Kansas
about a year ago to assume the position of
NEFP Manager. Her experience of 30+ years
in community development, 20 years in
education, and 18 years in the military
has prepared her for leading NEFP. A’Jay
is mother to four adult children and has
four granddaughters. Check out, “ajscipio
YouTube” for a glimpse into her many
talents.
Adult Bible Study continues with the book of
Matthew each Sunday from 8:45 – 9:30 a.m. in
Room 8. Childcare is provided.

Write an Advent
Devotional!

Our theme for Advent is “Behold: God is
Doing a New Thing!” With Jesus, God
showed up in the world in a new way, breaking down old barriers and shining light on
God’s intention for the world. We are called to
be a people that love and serve the world that
God loves so much. We are all vessels of God’s
love and compassion.
What does this mean for us at Advent? What
does this mean to you personally? Is there a
scripture that inspires you to love others? How
does Advent and Christmas encourage you to
look for that new thing God is doing in your
life? Please submit your writings to Paulette at:
paulette@rosecityparkpres.org.

Nursery Update

This month saw a few new faces in the
nursery. This is exciting news for our church!
As Paulette said on Sunday, “this
demonstrates a vibrant and active congregation.”
Thank you to the individuals who have
contributed to the activities and updates of
the nursery: Kathy Conklin for completing

the wall hanging that hangs in the Book
Corner and for the lovely Welcome sign that
is on the door to the nursery; Tony Conklin
for anchoring furniture to the wall to ensure
the safety of the children.
Thank you to our September
nursery volunteers! They
Include Leslye Johnson,
Peggy Irvine-Page, Annika
Backstrom, Finlee Seaton,
and Shannon Miller. Your time as a volunteer
is critical for welcoming children in the
nursery.
Just let Gail Black or Leslie Munson if you would
like to volunteer in the nursery. You will leave
with a smile on your face!!

Reading in the Afternoon
Reading gives us someplace to go
when we have to stay where we
are. - Mason Cooley
Nov 20th - 1 p.m. in the chapel.
Sourdough by
Robin Sloan
Dec 18th - 12 p.m. at Rose City Book Pub
(NE Fremont)
The Library Book
by Susan Orlean
Our family would like to thank
everyone for their kind words
and comfor ng cards a er the
death of my dad. Your support
and prayers have been much
appreciated. How people go through something
like this without a church family is beyond
me! Warmly, Cindy, Doug, Gabi and Mallory
Robertson
WOW!! Diaper generosity! A
large pile of diapers collected
for DHS clients – plus, $430 for
later. Many infants and toddlers
thank RCPPC members!!

2019 Charitable Tax
Giving Guide

The IRA Charitable Rollover provision has
become permanent tax law; it allows
individuals who have reached 70 ½ to
donate up to $100,000 directly from their
IRA, 401k, or 403b to eligible charitable
organizations (including Rose City Park
Presbyterian Church) without treating the
distribution as taxable income. Dispersal
from an IRA account can take place monthly,
quarterly or at a time of your choice. When
you use this method, your money must go
directly from your IRA account to Rose City
Park Presbyterian Church. It cannot go to
you personally, then to the church because
you will not be able pass it on tax-free.
Stocks or Mutual Fund Transfers may be
gifted to RCPPC by directly transferring
shares through electronic transfer to the
church’s investment account at New
Covenant Transfer Company (NCTC). The
value of the stock at the time it is recorded
by NCTC becomes the value of the stock.
Depending on the length of time you have
held the stock, this form of giving may
protect you from paying capital gains taxes
on the stock. Mutual Fund shares may be
gifted, but the process is slightly more
complicated.
Please be sure to consult your tax advisor, as
tax situations vary widely.
If you have questions, phone Stewardship
Chairperson Ray Amling.

"Gentle Moves"
Gentle Moves classes are held weekly
in the playroom.
Drop-in anytime. Thursday mornings
10-11 a.m. Complimentary.
Questions? Contact Sheila at 503.281.4839
or lachance.sheila@gmail.com

Happy November,
Tower Youth!
Here is what we have planned for the month:
November 3rd: Dollars for Donuts after
church; Cascades Presbytery joint youth
group: High School youth from 1-3 p.m.;
middle school youth from 5 - 6:30 p.m. Both
at Westminster Presbyterian Church.
November 10th: Holiday weekend, no class
(Laura gone).
November 17th: Card making.
November 24th: Middle School—regular
time, Bible talk sheets; High School—3:00
p.m., movie discussion at Laura’s.
Sadly, our murder mystery dinner is
postponed. The Duncans have moved and
their house isn’t ready for us yet.
December will be busy! We’ll decorate
Christmas trees, go caroling, celebrate
the Advent fair, participate in
HOMEpdx (one last time), shop to fill
green bags and for Toys for Tots, play
hand-bells on the 22nd and see the zoo lights.
We are also hoping to have a Triennium
youth reunion sometime during winter
break.
We meet each Sunday after services,
from 11:15 a.m.—12:15 p.m., refreshments
provided. Come check us out! Parents and
grandparents are always welcome to join in
too.
- Laura Gillooly, Youth Ministries Director

Next Broadcaster
Deadline: November 20th

Brief articles may be submitted via e-mail to
churchbroadcaster@gmail.com.
This issue will cover December, 2019

News from Our Interfaith Alliance on Poverty

Our Interfaith Alliance has three work-teams: 1) Becoming Informed Work-Team
helps all congregations improve our understanding of the causes of poverty and the
obstacles to climbing out of poverty. 2) The Advocacy Work-Team studies state,
regional and city issues and helps the congregations advocate for policies and laws
that will help remove obstacles to a more stable life. Our recent letters to the Department of Agriculture, urging good SNAP food policies, and our letters supporting our senators
in their efforts to put more money in the US budget for feeding the starving in our world
(Bread for the World) are examples of RCPPC and Interfaith advocacy. 3) The Transitions to
Stability Team works more directly with those moving into housing, or in educational
settings, learning what they need in order to be stable in their new homes, schools and life
stability skills.
This article deals with recent work of Team Three, Transitions to Stability.
Now that members at Oak Leaf Mobile Home Park are mostly moved in, the transitions team
is continuing to help the manager with support for those who need support. Other members
of the park are pretty stable, but know they can call on us if needed. Most members of the Oak
Leaf are adults, either singles or married couples. One family of grandparents with children
were among those living in the park.
Work with families was the original goal of the Transitions Work-Team because we know
from many studies that helping children and their families is the strongest way to help those
in multi-generational poverty have hope and see how to improve the prospects for the next
generation.
So, after our year working with Oak Leaf, the Transitions Work-Team now returns our focus
to children and their families. As a result, Carol Turner of Westminster Presbyterian, and
Dave Albertine of the Madeleine Catholic parish interviewed Brandi Tuck, who works for
Portland Homeless Family Solutions.
You may remember that two years ago, a team of eight Rose City Park Pres congregation
members worked with a family from Village Support Network (VSN) for several months and
were hopeful that the family could experience long-term stability in their home and schools.
Brandi Tuck helped write the training for Village Support Network. After a few more years of
experience, Brandi Tuck believes that while there were positive things about the VSN model,
she would like to see us work with a group that does more training for volunteers and helps
volunteers make certain they are doing no harm while helping. She is introducing our Workteam to those new models of volunteering, and we will let you know what we learn from her.
The Transitions Work-Team plans to work more closely with three organizations that serve
multi-generational families: Portland Homeless Family Solutions, and a related county
organization called the Homeless Family Coalition, which includes Native American Youth
Association (NAYA) and SEI and others, as they pool housing information for members and
train volunteers to assist families moving into new housing.
A third organization that we will focus on is Children and Families, which is in the Hollywood
District just blocks from the church. This organization was discovered by our RCPPC member
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Leslye Johnson. Children and Families is an organization that helps new mothers and fathers as
they stabilize their child’s early years and learn more about what young children need to thrive
and get ready for school years.
We also are going to the schools in critical areas of Portland, to find out what they need in terms
of educational mentoring in the school. We hope to supplement the clothing and food support
now offered by individual churches within the Interfaith Alliance. We’re asking counselors and
teachers, “Is there a need for confidence builders among math and science volunteers? SMART
reading volunteers? Volunteers that cheer on student success and provide help in the learning
environment that assists the teachers?”
We’ll keep you up on what we find and the things we can do to alleviate generational poverty
together. Thank you to all who helped with our Village Support Family and with our moves out
and back in for the Oak Leaf citizens. Your support has been invaluable to the people we all
serve.
- Submitted by Rae Richen

Report from RCPPC Social Action Committee
On October 11th members of Rose City Park provided a meal at the Do Good
Multnomah Wy’East Veterans’ Shelter. Karen and Rick Harlow helped Joyce and
Marv Clark and Doug Robertson prepare Sloppy Joes meat sauce in the church
kitchen to transport to Wy’East. The day before, Joyce Clark had made wonderful
cookies to take with us, and she and Marv shopped for ingredients for salad and
beans.
That evening, Joyce and Marv Clark and Doug Robertson and Rae Richen put together the
salad and served the meal. We enjoyed talking to the Vets who live there, hearing stories about
their lives, their service and about how they are settling into the life of the shelter. And we
enjoyed the music from a guitar and recorder-flute player who entertained with quiet music for
the evening.
Earlier, that afternoon, The Wy’East Shelter joined the
neighborhood for a party so all neighbors had a chance to meet
and greet with the Vets. This annual event did cut down on the
number of Vets who were still hungry at dinner time, but it
did not cut down on folks who loved Joyce’s cookies.
Everyone enjoyed both the neighborhood event and the dinner
and dessert.
This was the second dinner provided to the Wy’East Shelter by
members of the Rose City Park congregation – an event
organized by the Social Action Committee, led by Joyce and
Marv Clark.
If you are interested in helping cook and/or serve at the next meal, let us know by leaving your
message for Joyce and Marv Clark. There is room for all who would like to participate.

Ethiopian Honey Milk Bread
Donavan Burkert-Kerr baked this bread for our World Communion service
on October 6th.
Ethiopia is the largest landlocked country in Africa. The nation is a
land of natural contrasts, with its vast fertile west, its forests and
numerous rivers, and the world's hottest settlement in the north. In the 1970s and 1980s,
Ethiopia experienced civil conflicts and devastating droughts, which hindered its economy.
The country has since recovered but still faces devastating droughts.
Once a land of “milk and honey,” small farmers produce both dairy products and honey.
Because of a climate that produces a rich diversity of flowering plants and a rich history of
thousands of years of beekeeping, Ethiopia is the leading honey and beeswax producer in
Africa. But changes happen, and the primary agricultural product is now coffee. As there is no
land ownership, this kind of plantation farming is most often simply done without asking the
land users, which then end up being displaced and without home or land.
I believe this bread to be a remembrance of what once was.
Yemarina Yewotet Dabo. (Honey milk bread in Amharic)
Starter: 1 Tbsp active dry yeast, 1/2 cup warm water, 2 Tbsp honey
Mix the yeast with the warm water and the honey and allow the yeast to bloom. Wait 10
minutes until the mixture is bubbly.
Wet ingredients: 1 egg, beaten, 1/2 cup of honey, 1 Tbsp ground coriander, 1 tsp cinnamon, 1
tsp salt, 1 cup warm milk, 1 stick of butter (8 Tbsp)
Warm the milk gently, add the butter (cut into smallish pieces) and allow to melt. Cool until
skin temperature. Add the egg, honey, spices and salt and the yeast mixture. Whisk well.
Dry ingredients: 5 cups of flour, more or less as needed.
Stir 2 cups of flour into the wet ingredients and mix thoroughly to activate the gluten. (100
hand strokes is about right). I don’t use a mixer so I can feel the mixture change and stretch.
Add additional flour a half cup at a time, mixing with your hands. You do not want to add too
much flour. The dough should hold together and not be wet.
Flour a board or table and knead the dough until it is smooth and elastic, about 10-15 minutes.
Place in a lightly oiled bowl and let rise, covered with a towel, for 1 1/2 hours in a warm place.
Punch it down to remove large air bubbles and form into round or other shaped loaves in greased
pans and let rise for another 45 or so minutes.
Bake for an hour at 325 degrees. Eat with butter and more honey.

Rose City Park Presbyterian Church
Summary results of YTD current operating fund through Sept. 2019
Treasurer’s notes
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Bottom line, we’re ~$12,800 better than budget.
Income is ~$8,000 (3.2%) less than budgeted.
Expenses are ~$24,000 (7.2%) less than budget.
Transfers in primarily represent the use of our
reserve funds. As discussed at the annual meeting
this is not a long‐term sustainable plan, but one
that Session has knowingly undertaken for 2019.
Transfers in are ~$2,100 less than budgeted.
• Transfers out primarily represent amounts to the
Benevolence fund for our mission giving and are
tracking on budget.
• Feel free to contact John or Katrina should you
have questions or like more detailed information.

Actual

About the Matthew 25 mark
The circular shape represents unity and equality. Like God, a
circle has no beginning and no end, and it symbolizes our
continuing effort to help one another. The shape also
suggests a globe that points to our engagement with the
world.
The three interlocking figures represent the equality of all
people without gender or race bias. They have their arms
around each other, symbolizing friendship, protection and
service. The number three suggests the three focus areas of
congregational vitality, structural racism and systematic
poverty, as well as the Trinity.
The color palette is bright, lively, friendly and energetic — suggestive of our active
commitment.
Finally, the legend “Matthew 25” below the symbol is the literal identification of the
mark. We use a handwritten font to make the point that active engagement in the
world requires human effort.

A STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT
The dedication of our Stewardship pledges
will be November 24th, the Sunday before
Thanksgiving.
Joyce Rupp in her book; “The Cup of Our Life” says that one of the most
confused portions of scripture is Jesus’ teaching in which he says, “Give
and you will receive…The way you give to others is the way God will give
to you.”
Rupp also quotes the poet Rumi. Rumi was a 13th-century Persian poet,
faqīh, Islamic scholar, theologian, and Sufi mystic originally from Greater
Khorasan. His influence transcends national borders and ethnic divisions:
Iranians, Tajiks, Turks, Greeks, Pashtuns, other Central Asian Muslims,
and the Muslims of South Asia have greatly appreciated his spiritual
legacy for the past seven centuries. His poems have been widely translated
into many of the world’s languages and transposed into various formats.
Rumi has been described as the “most popular poet: and the “best selling
poet” in the United States. Given the chaos and ethnic cleansing of the
Kurds along the border of Turkey and Syria, his thoughts are timely! Rumi
wrote:
“Anyone who gives anything to the Divine
will find that it comes back to them turned to gold.”
That wisdom was also taught by Jesus. Do you think it’s possible for us to
enter into that truth?
Let’s see if we can do it too!
Grace and Zeal,
Rev. David C. Dornack

Tower Talk
By Rev Paulette Mixon-Weller

Autumn has been a

me of renewal for me with the women’s retreat and a

lec onary retreat at Menucha. I hope that this has been a me of blessing for you too.
Taking me to sit and ponder and leave the race of life for a bit is not only good for us, but
is also one of the Ten Commandments, Sabbath Rest. Sabbath is about res ng from our
labors and remembering that God is in charge, and we are not. To rest is to trust.
I have been pondering how we rest in the midst of being Ma hew 25 Chris ans,
Chris ans who feed the hungry and welcome the stranger. If we stop taking care of our
spirits and our bodies, we won’t be able to keep feeding and welcoming. We have to be
fed and welcomed ourselves. Where are you fed? Where do you feel welcome and
belonging? My hope is that at least part of your answer involves the Church, the very
human, o en faltering body of Christ.
As Rose City Park Presbyterian, we are one small part of the larger Church. We meet
together for study and prayer, for worship, for service and for fellowship. When one of us
is struggling, we come alongside and help. Please forgive us where we have not come
alongside you. Please reach out when you have a need. Please reach out when you need
prayer.
God’s richest blessings of rest, nourishment, and welcome to you!
Love,
Pastor Paule e

RCPPC Schedule
November 2019
Fri. 1st
All Saints Day
Sat. 2nd
8:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
Sun. 3rd All Saints Sunday
8:45 a.m. Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir
10 a.m. Worship and Communion
11:15 a.m. Adult Music Class
11:15 a.m. Tower Youth Group—
Dollars for Donuts
11:30 a.m. Deacons Meeting
Tues. 5th
10 a.m. Contemplative Spirituality
1 p.m. Personnel Committee
Wed. 6th
9:30 a.m. Martha Service
1 p.m. Shepherds Meeting
6 p.m. Free Yoga
7 p.m. Communications Committee
Thur. 7th
10 a.m. Gentle Moves
12—2 p.m. Interfaith Alliance
7 p.m. Chancel Choir
Sun 10th
8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir
10 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Children’s Choir
11:20 a.m. Adult Education with
Mark Danley
Mon. 11th Veterans Day
Tues. 12th
10 a.m. Contemplative Spirituality
7 p.m. Sarah Circle
Wed. 13th
1 p.m. Worship and Arts Committee
6 p.m. Free Yoga
Thur. 14th
10 a.m. Gentle Moves

10:30 a.m. Building and Grounds
5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir
7 p.m. Chancel Choir
Fri. 15th-16th
Presbytery Meeting at Southminster
Sun. 17th
8:45 a.m. Matthew Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir
10 a.m. Worship with guest Preacher
Melissa Pittman
11:15 a.m. Tower Youth Group
2 p.m. Bach Cantata Choir Concert
Tues. 19th
10 a.m. Contemplative Spirituality
11:45 a.m. Interfaith Alliance
7 p.m. Session Meeting
Wed. 20th Broadcaster Deadline
1 p.m. Reading in the Afternoon
6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults
Thurs. 21st
10 a.m. Gentle Moves
1:30 p.m. Social Action
5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir
7 p.m. Chancel Choir
Sun. 24th
8:45 a.m. Matthew Bible Study
9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir
10 a.m. Worship
11:15 a.m. Children’s Choir
11:20 a.m. Adult Education with
A’Jay Scipio
Mon. 25th
10:30 a.m. Women’s Coffee and cookie
exchange
Tues. 26th
10 a.m. Contemplative Spirituality
Wed. 27th
5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir
6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults
7 p.m. Chancel Choir
Thur. 28th Thanksgiving Day
RCPPC Office Closed
Fri. 29th
RCPPC Office Closed

