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Pastor Paulette Attends the Festival of Homiletics

When we take the ordination vows to become a minister or an officer in the church,
we promise to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love. I thought of
those vows often during my week at the Festival of Homiletics in Minneapolis May 13-17.
The theme this year was “Preaching as Moral Imagination.” 2,000 preachers from all over
the world came together to learn from some of the best preachers and scholars in the field of
preaching. We were encouraged to use our imaginations in our service. Here are just a few
highlights from a full week of learning.

On Monday I flew into Minneapolis and began sipping from the fire hose of learning
around 5:30 p.m. That night we heard Barbara Lundblad and Jim Forbes preach. Dr.
Lundblad reminded us to keep three things at the top of our lists: prayer, justice and faith.
We are called to work alongside God in God'’s strength and not our own; We are not called
to do it all ourselves; nor are we called to sit back and just let God do it without us. Dr.
Forbes pepped us up like a crowd before a football game. The great pastor emeritus of
Riverside in NYC talked of recruiting God’s dream team. He spoke of Pentecost and the
Spirit blowing like a mighty wind. His repetitive chorus was “when it gets this bad, the
wind may blow...” talking about how God is more powerful than any political power or
injustice. He invited us to join the team of being God’s messengers, both prophetic and
pastoral, with the Holy Spirit as the coach. I was inspired by the focus on prayer and how
we should put energy into coming before God in prayer before “getting things done.”

On Tuesday I went to workshops by Rolf Jacobson and Barbara Lundblad, and heard
Otis Moss III and Kenyatta Gilbert preach and lecture. Kenyatta lived above me in the dorm
at Princeton, where Katie Pate lived down the hall. He is now a professor at Howard
University. His lecture was about racial injustice and how even most seminaries teach
preaching from a white perspective. A big focus of the day was on remembering to use the
Bible as the source for sermons; they strongly suggest using the lectionary which is a 3 year
rotation of readings, which we use here at RCPPC. If you use the lectionary, you can’t just
preach from your favorite passages over and over again, but you are challenged to wrestle
with the texts for a blessing that God has for the congregation. Dr. Lundblad encouraged us
“to make hope as tangible as despair” in our preaching. There was much talk about
assuming “despair” in our world today with mass shootings, etc. Our job as preachers is to
help make hope feel real too. Otis Moss Il was one of my favorites; his father was friends
with Martin Luther King, Jr, Jimmy Carter, the Clintons and Obama to name a few.

Continued on page 3



Tower Talk
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_m Presbyterians are sometimes just too
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el stuffy for my tastes. I've noticed at
wedding dances when others are
enjoying an enthusiastic dance, some
look with disdain. In others I can see
a sense of longing in their eyes.

“Dance like no one is watching.” - that’s
according to my fridge magnet.

In Zorba the Greek, the narrator asks Zorba to
teach him to dance. For him it was an incar-
nation, or embodiment, of the protagonist’s
new freedom. He’s lost a financial invest-
ment, he was free to leave. He lost his spiritu-
al investment in the book and he was writing
on the Buddha; he was now free to embrace a
more embodied spirituality.

Miriam led the women in a dance inspired by
their deliverance from oppression and
slavery. They had just crossed the Red Sea on
dry land and watched the waters come down
on Pharaoh’s armies who had been chasing
them. At last they were free and about to
enter the Promised Land.

Jesus knew the dance of freedom as well. The
Christian Acts of John, not included in the
Bible, recorded Jesus issuing an invitation to
his disciples after their last supper together:
“Let us dance.” The disciples dance in a circle
around Jesus while singing a joyous song
responsively. “Glory be to thee, Word!” Jesus
sang, and the disciples sang “Amen.” It’s too
bad that the Bible only records them staidly
singing a hymn! (Joseph Campbell, The Power
of Myth.)

Summer is here! Dance the days away!
David

Prayer: Dancing God, teach us to follow
Miriam in the dance! Teach us to dance our
liberation in our laughing, loving, living,
singing, and serving! (Chris Glaser, The Word
is Out.)

Church
Family
Graduates
Anna Parks, the
eldest granddaughter
of Judy Parks, and
daughter of Dan Parks, will be graduating with
a Master's Degree from the University of
Washington's  College of Education in
August. She will be starting as an Applied
Behavior Therapist in September serving

children with autism in the Seattle area.

Broadcaster Email

We have a new email! If you are a contributor
to The Broadcaster, please add our new
address to your email contacts:

churchbroadcaster@gmail.com

Deacons’ Meeting: Date
Change

The meeting for the Deacons is moved to June
O9th at 11:30 in Room 8 (room behind the
kitchen). Please put this change into your
calendar. We look forward to meeting with
new deacons and with the deacons who are
retiring on that date. This helps us transfer
information and keep our services running
smoothly. Our date change allows all to attend
the Youth Fund Raiser Auction for Triennium
that includes lunch on June 2nd, so we hope to
see you all there as well. - Rae Richen and
Susan Price, Co-chairs, Deacons

Join us!
June 9
Pentecost and
Choir Celebration
Wear Red! Celebrate Music! Eat Cake!

June 16, Father’s Day and
Gay Pride Sunday
Blessing of RCPPC walkers before
Portland Pride Parade




Continued from cover: Pastor Paulette Attends the
Festival of Homiletics

His focus was on following Jesus. He preached on the passage about the friends who
brought the paralytic on a mat and lowered him down through the ceiling of the house,
right in front of Jesus. He talked about the crowd being in the house that had gathered to
“hear” Jesus, but not to “follow” Jesus, and how they were “blessing blockers.” The crowd
got in the way of the lame man being healed. He just needed to be close enough to Jesus.
Our job is to follow Jesus- which is a tough job indeed. Following Jesus is not for the faint of
heart but for the brave who are called to confront injustice.

On Wednesday I heard Cynthia Hale, Will Willimon, Brian McLaren and David Lose.
Cynthia Hale started a church with 4 people that eventually grew to 10,000. She was
amazing. Her sermon was inspiring. She reminded us that “dreams are the parents of
possibility” and anytime we feel like we are not worthy to be preachers or servants of God
to remember “You didn’t call you. God did! And God knows who you are.” Cynthia said to
be continually setting a vision for the congregation. Never stop using your imagination to
consider the possibilities that God could have in mind for this church. I asked her in the
hallway between things how she has been in ministry for 30 years in the same church with-
out burning out. She replied, “Sabbath. You have to take time for you, and God. Time for
you not your family, but you alone.” I also talked with Jim Forbes in the hallway that day.
It was such a blessing to sit at the feet of these spiritual giants. All of the speakers were
great. David Lose, former president of Luther seminary, and an author with a helpful ser-
mon podcast, was the reason I wanted to come. He has a warm and sensitive way of pro-
claiming the gospel.

On Thursday I heard Matt Skinner who is an Acts scholar, Anna Carter Florence,
Sarah Ciavarri and Yvette Flunder. Matt Skinner and Anna Carter Florence really brought
the Scripture to life, even in the way they read the texts. They understood the context so
well that they got the jokes and references to things most of us no longer understand. This
really made me want to study the Bible deeply and delve into the languages and historical
contexts. Anna Carter Florence preached on Zacchaeus and how we still have to climb trees
sometimes because we don’t have an adequate perspective.

On Friday we closed with Amy Butler, the first female senior minister of Riverside
Church in NYC. Amy Butler reminded us to stand firm in the face of evil and to remember
that God’s is the Kingdom, the power and the glory. I took so many notes over the course of
the week. It was so inspiring. I made new friends and saw some old ones. I left thirsting for
a closer walk with God and committed to giving more time to prayer and study. I also left
hurting for those that hurt, but feeling encouraged that the church is big and very much
alive and at work following the Spirit’s leading. I also felt so proud of you at Rose City Park
Presbyterian Church and all you are doing to fight for justice and to show love. You aren’t
just hearers but doers and followers of Christ.

Love, Pastor Paulette




Reading in the Afternoon

Reading in the Afternoon.
1 p.m. in the Chapel

June 19
Astoria

by Peter Stark

Reading in the Evening 7 p.m.
Location listed below

June 26
All You Can Ever Know
by Nicole Chung;
at Leslie Munson’s

July 31
The Line Becomes a River
by Francisco Cantu;
location TBD

Aug 28
Where the Crawdads Sing
By Delia Owens;
at Debbie Johnson's

Women’s Fall Retreat at

Menucha Registration

All women of Rose City Park Presbyterian
Church are invited to our fall retreat at
Menucha Conference Center October 18th—
20th, Our theme is Seasons of the Heart: Finding
God in the Transitions, led by the Rev. Dr.
Sandra R. Tice, Pastor of First Presbyterian
Church of San Bernardino, California.

Registration letters will go out the first week
in June, and they will arrive by email or, in
the case of no email address, by U.S. mail.
The application and $75 deposit are due July
9th. Scholarships are available for all who
need them. If you would like a full or partial
scholarship, please talk with Paulette Mixon-
Weller or Tommy Jane Roberts. The total cost
will not be known until we know how many
will attend. More details will be in the regis-
tration letter. Save the date, and watch for
your registration in your email or mailbox in
early June.
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Christmas Joy Offering

&‘a\l IAp  The Christmas Joy

(‘ offering this past year

c totaled $2,404 donated by

Wour congregation, and

6 :47 sent to PCUSA to provide

the Board of Pensions the

(Us ) ability to offer financial

assistance to current and retired church

workers in need. 50% of the offering is used

to provide development opportunities for

students attending Presbyterian-related racial

ethnic schools and colleges so that students

can pursue their educational and leadership
development goals.

Tower Youth Group
Summer greetings from the Tower Youth!
We have a very exciting couple of months
ahead:

June 2nd
Triennial Bid-for-the-Kids auction, raising
funds for Triennium and beyond
June 9th
Pentecost and graduation Sunday

Summertime activities
June 28-29th
commissioning of Triennium youth at
Ashland Presbytery meeting
July 15-20th
Triennium, starting at RCPPC
with an overnight before our early flight
August 3-4th
beach trip visit to Pastor
David’s house in Newport
Labor Day weekend
annual BBQ (location TBD)
September 8th
Triennium youth Sunday

We meet each Sunday after services, from
11:15-12:15, food provided. Come check us
out! Parents and grandparents are always
welcome to join in too.

Laura Gillooly, Youth Ministries Director



June 9 ~ Pentecost
Music Celebration Sunday e High School Graduates Honored
Join us in the Celebration of Pentecost! Wear the colors of the flames of the Holy Spirit in red,
yellow or orange. The children will lead the processional with streamers, and our young people
will help us in recognizing the gifts of the spirit. We will recognize our high school graduates
and celebrate them with cakes during Coffee Hour.

The Meaning of Pentecost
On the Day of Pentecost we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit

descending in a mighty rush of wind and flame to inspire the
¢ church’s proclamation of Christ’s rising and to empower its mission
and ministry to the world.

- The notion of Easter as a season of 50 days ending at Pentecost is
- patterned after the ancient Jewish festival of seven weeks that
; extended from the beginning of the barley harvest (on the second
¢ day after the beginning of Passover) to the end of the wheat harvest
at the Festival of Weeks. The Festival of Weeks later came to be
called Pentecost (“50th day”) by Greek speaking Jews.

P arn (Ve oLt O According to the Day of Pentecost story in Acts 2:1-13, God gave the
gift of the Holy Spirit to empower witnesses to the resurrection. Sounds from heaven, cosmic
language, the rush of a mighty ruach (wind, spirit, breath) invaded the house in which the
apostles gathered, and appeared to them as a burning fire. Tongues of fire touched their nerve
centers. A power — the unseen power of God — moved among them and gripped them. The
Holy Spirit is unseen, like the wind, which is why the Old Testament calls it ruach YHWH, “the

wind, or breath, of God. The Spirit is the “unseenness of God” working among us.

The book of Acts tells the story of the outcome of Pentecost’s new creation: people witness in
word and in deed to the risen Christ. At the outset, the newborn church immediately tumbled
out into the streets to witness to God’s mighty works in the languages of people all over the
world. By the end of the story, a tiny, Spirit-filled community of faith that broke from its present
order has spread across the continents with incredible power to bring new things into being.
With the gift of the Spirit, all things are possible.

Therefore, on the Day of Pentecost, we celebrate God’s gift of Holy Spirit which draws us
together as one people, helps us to comprehend what God is doing in the world, and empowers
us to proclaim, in word and in deed, God’s plan of reconciling all people in the name of Christ.
Without the gift of the Spirit, Christ’s church dries up and withers away, and we are left with
only our broken selves. With the gift of the Spirit, all things are possible. A spirit-filled
community of faith opens eyes to needs in the world and sees what’s missing as God’s new
people. The Day of Pentecost is the climax of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, celebrating as it
does the gift of the Spirit to the body of Christ — the church. (From the PCUSA website)



Ecumenical Retreat Opportunity
for Men and Women

The next Companions on the Inner Way Retreat is August on m o

4th _ 9th at Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center in l nner wdy

Lake Tahoe, Nevada. The theme, Ancestors of our Faith: Poetry &

Women’s Power in Cross-cultural Perspective, will be presented by Dr. Wendy Farley

and Dr. Rachel Elizabeth Harding. Each day includes lecture and dialogue with Drs. Harding
and Farley; small group community around spiritual reading; corporate and individual times
of silence and contemplation; worship with Eucharist; and communing with God through
movement, art, and nature. For more information, visit www.cotiway.org or talk to Tommy
Jane Roberts, who has attended Companions several times.

Building and Grounds Committee
Building and Grounds Committee is happy to report that in addition to
the ramp renovation, spring landscaping is also complete, including
turning on the sprinkler system. A new tree was planted in the back
yard of the rental house to replace the one that died over the winter. The
main doors accessing the lower narthex have been repaired, but severe
damage was found in the door framing and will need to be repaired.
Our recent Fire Safety Inspection is complete and we have only one
significant item to address - the fire escape on the East side of the
building. It needs to be inspected and refurbished. We are getting estimates. - Jim Munson,
Building and Grounds Chair.

Rose City Park Presbyterian Church
Summary results of YTD current operating fund through April 2019

Current operating fund activity thru 4/30/19 Treasurer’s notes

$180,000

£160,000 * Bottom line, we're ~$1,400 of better than budget.

* Income is ~$1,700 less than budgeted.
* Expenses are tracking ~$5,200 less than budget.

$120,000
* Transfers in primarily represent the use of our
»100,000 reserve funds. As discussed at the annual meeting
$80,000 this is not a long-term sustainable plan, but one
' that Session has knowm%ly undertaken for 2019.
$60,000 Transfers in are ~51,000 less than budgeted.
$40,000 II * Transfers out primarily represent amounts to the

$140,000

Benevolence fund for our mission giving, and are
tracking on budget.

* Feel free to contact John or Katrina should you
Income Expenses  Transfersin Transfers out Net change have questlons or like more detailed information.

$20,000
S0

-$20,000

M Budget M Actual




APRIL / MAY SESSION HIGHLIGHTS AND ACTIONS

A sub-group has been formed to work on the development of a Child Protection Policy that is
now required for every church in the Presbytery. This document is expected to be finished this
fall.

David Dornack applied for a Bisbee grant to fund a study into the mental health issue of
depression. The application was for $2000, of which we were granted $750. The funds will be
used to provide for speakers, books and program materials for Adult Education sessions.

Rob Hagen, from the Presbyterian Foundation, has developed a four-hour seminar and work-
shop on the Culture of Generosity. The Session has agreed to have him hold a workshop at our
church on October 5, 2019. The seminar will be in support of our stewardship campaign.

Tom Munson was recognized and thanked for his six years on the Session. He has now rotated
off the Board. We welcomed new Session members, Andrew Dennis and Leslie Munson.

A new offering was approved to begin on June 9, 2019. The offering is the Pentecost Offering
and will fall each year on Pentecost Sunday. The offering will be used to support both local

community and PCUSA child/youth support programs.

- Brian Emery, Clerk of Session

Young Adult Opportunity at
Menucha:

Presbyterian Community of Practice

Are you, or do you know, a young adult who would like
to live in intentional Christian community while putting
faith into action? Menucha Conference Center is offering a

MENUCHA unique and rewarding opportunity, inspired by the Taizé

Community in France.

Participants will live at Menucha and will design and serve ministries in both rural and urban
settings. Ministry opportunities are designed by participants in consultation with staff of
Menucha and First Presbyterian Church of Portland. Specific ministries and work will depend
upon the gifts, skills and interests of participants.

Each participant receives room & board at Menucha, and a monthly stipend. No fundraising is
required. While being Presbyterian is not required to secure a spot in our community of

practice, Presbyterian participants will qualify for student loan repayment options through the
PC(USA).

Menucha is seeking interested individuals between the ages of 21 and 30 for September 2019 -
August 2020. For details, visit: menucha.org/presbyterian-community-of-practice




RCPPC and the
Hollywood District

The Social Action Committee of Session is
working to support activities to better the
lives of our Hollywood neighbors in many
ways.

« RCPPC provides financial resources for a
monthly dinner for residents at the
Hollywood East apartments, prepared
by one of the residents, followed by
Bingo games.

o We collect hygiene kits and clothing for
clients of the Department of Human
Resources living in the Hollywood area.

« RCPPC clothing drives supply clothing
for those in need at the Northeast
Emergency Clothing Center.  Green
Bags, sponsored by the Dinghy Mariners,
are delivered to the Center.

e Social Action attempted to arrange
parking of the Oregon Harbor of Hope
mobile shower/laundry trucks on
Hancock Street. Unfortunately this is
unlikely to happen due to problems with
permits for street parking. (Social Action
thanks all who supported and
encouraged this project, especially the
efforts by Building and Grounds.)

Recently, Social Action met with representa-
tives of Hollywood Boosters and Central NE
Neighbors to learn more about how RCPPC
members could partner with them to benefit
our neighbors.

Stay tuned. We look forward to new and
exciting activities.

ComCom
Takes On
The Ugly

Technology is
both the boon
and the bane
of our existence.
We know what’s good: we can stay in touch
with people on the other side of the world or
find information with a few mouse clicks. But it

sure can get ugly behind an ordinary office
desk.

You know your Communications Committee
(ComCom) has been working to broaden the
ways we communicate and connect as a faith
community-- you've seen the eBlast, the new
Broadcaster, the congregational calendar on
our website, maybe even the Facebook page.
But what you haven't seen is how we're
working out the ugly in our communications
infrastructure.

Cables. That’s right, cables. They don’t reach
far enough, push our data fast enough,
sometimes they don’t even connect to anything
at all. Sometimes there’s wifi and sometimes
there’s not. Sometimes a computer is fast and
sometimes.. it... is... s 1 o w... In short, things
are ugly.

But ComCom is on it. More accurately, we
are in the process of assessing the data
infrastructure, identifying what needs some
TLC, and figuring out how provide it.

We'll let you know what we find. And if this
sounds like fun, we're keeping a seat warm for
you at the ComCom table in Room 105, at 7:00
PM, on June 5. Talk to Scott Greer, Leslye
Johnson, Karen LaBonte, or Paulette Mixon-
Weller to learn more.
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RCPPC Schedule ~

Sat. 1st
8:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast
Sun. 2rd  Green Bags Due

9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir
10 a.m. Worship and Communion
11:15 a.m. Youth Auction
Mon. 3rd
10:30 a.m. Women's Coffee
Tues. 4th
10 a.m. Contemplative Spirituality
5 p.m. Personnel Committee
7 p.-m. Triennium Leaders Meeting
Wed. 5th
1 p.m. Junior Rose Parade
6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults
7 p.m. Communications Committee
Thurs. 6th
10 a.m. Gentle Moves
5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir
7 p.m. Chancel Choir
Fri. 7th
7:30 p.m. Portland State University
Choir Concert
Sun. 9t Pentecost Sunday
10 a.m. Worship
Recognition of graduates
11:15 a.m. Tower Youth Group
11:30 a.m. Deacons’ Meeting
Tues. 11th
10 a.m. Contemplative Spirituality

Green Bags Fight Hunger

June 2019

Wed. 12th  Broadcaster Deadline
6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults
Thur. 13th
10 a.m. Gentle Moves
Sun. 16th  Father’s Day
10 a.m. Worship
Pride Parade March
11:15 a.m. Tower Youth Group
11:20 a.m. HOMEpdx
Tues. 18th
10 a.m. Contemplative Spirituality
7 p.m. Session Meeting
Wed. 19t
1 p.m. Reading in the Afternoon
6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults
Thur. 20th
10 a.m. Gentle Moves
1:30 p.m. Social Action Committee
Sun. 23+
10 a.m. Worship
Tues. 25th
10 a.m. Contemplative Spirituality
Wed. 26t
6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults
7 p-m. Reading in the Evening
Thur. 27th
10 a.m. Gentle Moves
Sun. 30t
10 a.m. Worship

Did you know that the rate of food insecurity in Oregon is 12.9%? The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) defines food insecurity as a lack of consistent
access to enough food for an active, healthy life. Many of our neighbors simply
can’t afford to buy enough food for their families — even when they’re working.

%

You can help out by filling a green bag for the Portland Food Project. Extra Bags
are located in the narthex and are collected the first Sunday of every month
from room 105. If you have additional questions about this program, visit:
www.portlandfoodproject.org or contact the RCPPC office.



