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Dec 2nd—First Sunday in Advent 
 11:00 Advent Faire  & Soup Lunch 
 

Dec 9th—Second Sunday in Advent 
 8:45 Adult Ed, PlayWrite, Inc. discusses  
 their Syrian Refugee program  
 11:00 Youth, Dollars for Donuts 
 

Dec 16th  Third Sunday in Advent 
 HOMEpdx 
 11:15  Youth music practice 
 4:30 Family/Youth Christmas Caroling 
 

Dec 23rd Fourth Sunday in Advent 
 10:00 Christmas Pageant 
 11:15 Youth Christmas Party 
 11:45 Adult Ed, music with Alejandra 
 

Dec 24th, Christmas Eve 
 4:30 Early Eve/Family  Worship  
 9:30 Communion & Candlelight Worship 

 

Children  
Birth - 5yrs   Nursery, lower level 
 

Leave following the anthem:  
K-2nd grade   Playroom, lower level 

    3rd-6th grade  Children’s Library, main floor 



 

Tower Talk RCPPC Welcomes New 
Childcare Attendants 
The Personnel Committee welcomes our two 
new Child Care Attendants, Hillary H. and 
Candice W. 
 

Hillary is the lead attendant.  Hillary has a 
bachelor’s degree in Geography from Portland 
State and is now enrolled as a student in      
Oregon State.  Hillary is interested in working 
in the Geographic Information System (GIS) 
related fields. 
 

Candice serves as the assistant attendant.  
Candice has a bachelor’s degree in Psychology 
from Boise State.  She also plans to continue 
her education.  Candice is also certified as a      
nursing assistant. 
 

Please stop by our Child Care Center, located 
on the lower level near Fellowship Hall and 
join us in extending a warm welcome to both 
of these women on Sunday mornings.  They 
provide child care services for infants through      
preschool ages, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
each Sunday morning.   

Supply Pastor Paulette Mixon-Weller 
 

Advent is a time of waiting and hoping.     
Jesus came; Jesus comes; Jesus will come 
again. The world is not a perfect place, and 
we ache with all that is not as it should be, 
but we still have hope. We have hope that 
Christ entered the world and our lives as 
Emmanuel “God with us” and as the light of 
the world. We are not alone; we do not serve 
a far-away disinterested God, but one who 
loves us and “got all up in our business” 
even by suffering. 
 

I am reminded of one of my favorite songs, a 
Taize song that is sung in French, but here 
are the English words:   
 

Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines     
within us. Lord Jesus Christ, your light 
shines within us. 
Let not my doubts, nor my darkness, 
speak to me. 
Lord Jesus Christ, your light shines     
within us. Lord Jesus Christ, your light 
shines within us. 
Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 

May our hearts always welcome Christ’s 
love. What keeps us from welcoming that 
love? What keeps you from welcoming 
Christ’s love? Try lighting a candle and      
sitting with that question during this Advent 
season.  I’d be honored to hear your            
responses if you’d like to share. 
 

May this Advent season be a time of honest 
reflection and growth for you.  
 

Love and Blessings, 
 

Paulette 

Charitable Giving 
If members of the church would like to give 
money to the following charities, and use the 
church as a conduit (so they won’t receive     
letters or phone calls) may give to the follow-
ing charities:  Snowcap, Mainspring (used to 
be FISH),  Street Roots, Sister of the Road,  
Operation Nightwatch, Interfaith Alliance on 
Poverty, Community Transitional School, and 
Northeast Emergency Food Pantry. 
Stewardship Committee 

Women’s Coffee 
Monday, December 17th at 10:30 a.m. we will 
be having a special Christmas Coffee at the 
home of a member. We look forward to        
delightful holiday decorations and each      
others' company. Due to limited space,  please 
RSVP to Paulette at: 

 paulette@rosecityparkpres.org.  



 

Seeking the Creative  
Spirit: Spotlight on RCPPC 
Artists 
The Worship & Arts Committee continues a 
new program featuring the many talented   
artists in our RCPPC congregation.  We thank 
Paul Barthol for sharing his vibrant acrylic 
paintings for the opening exhibit and are      
excited to present our artists for December 
and November. Read the email blast and    
Sunday worship announcements for exhibit 
locations. Come experience the creativity in 
our midst. 
 

Art in December by Rod Davidson 
Rod has been writing haiku poetry for 20 
years.  Haiku is a poem of three lines in a    
particular form.  The first line has five           
syllables, the second seven syllables, and the 
third finishes with five  syllables. Rod says 
that his inspiration comes from observing the 
natural world, conveying the changes and 
beauty of the seasons and putting it into a  
succinct form.  

Art in January by Alexander Wendeheart 
Alexander will be displaying his own twist on 
making snowflakes where no paper is cut 
away but a design is constructed by simple 
cuts and folds so there is no paper waste.  The 
evolving technique is used to make simple  
paper ornaments to more complicated designs 
using recycled materials.  This will be his first 
showing and we look forward to seeing how 
he develops the fragile snowflake from    
structured pieces to symbolic art. 

E-BLAST 
Each Thursday, the RCPPC office sends out an 
e-blast detailing announcements and general 
information regarding current and upcoming 
events. Email the office at: 
 

carolee@rosecityparkpres.org  
 

to add your  name to the list or to request     
additional  information. 

Clothing/Hygiene Item 
Drive a Success!  
Four trunk loads of clothes were delivered to 
the Northeast Emergency Food Center.  The 
clothing storage room was almost empty – 
staff gleefully welcomed the donations.  Two 
tubs of hygiene items were given to the local 
office of the Department of Human  Services 
where clients need non-SNAP items.  RCPPC 
Youth assembled 60 bags of hygiene items 
and enthusiastically distributed them at 
HOMEpdx.   
 

We need to appreciate the joy of the clients 
who received warm clothes and shoes 
(especially the young woman with husband 
and two beautiful children who was beaming 
wearing her white jacket); diapers for       
children; or even simple items such as soap 
or a toothbrush. 
 

Collection containers will remain in Narthex.  
Please feel free to add items throughout the 
year.   — Social Action Committee.   

KGW Toy Drive 
RCPPC will collect toys 
again this year for the KGW 
Great Toy Drive, with a 
designated collection barrel 
placed in the narthex. New 
toys only, still in their   
original packaging, will be          
distributed to very needy 
children in our community. The deadline for 
donations is Thursday,  December 13th.  
 

This is a wonderful opportunity to shop with 
your children or grandchildren, seeking their 
advice one what might be appropriate to 
help brighten other kids’ Christmas this year. 
Last year, over 60,000 toys were donated, so 
you know the impact of your generosity will 
be great again this year. 



 

Bulletin Announcements 
Sunday bulletin announcements should be 
emailed or phoned in to the office  by the 
Wednesday before worship. You may call the 
office at 503-282-0965 or email    
office@rosecityparkpres.org  for inclusion.  

Reading Together 

 

“Whenever you read a good book, some-
where in the world a door opens to allow in 
more light.”  - Vera Nazarian  
 

Reading in the Afternoon: 1 p.m. on the 3rd 
Wednesday in the chapel.  
 

December 19:   The Adventures of a Girl  
       Called Bicycle 
       by Christine Uss 
 

Reading in the Evening: 7 pm in members’ 
homes on the last Wednesday of the month. 
 

December 19:   The Adventures of a Girl  
       Called Bicycle 
       by Christine Uss 

Tower Youth Group 
Winter is upon us!  Here is what we have      
going on in December and January: 
 

December 2: First Sunday of Advent:     
 Advent Festival and decorating lower 

Narthex tree and the tree in our tower 
room 

December 9: Second Sunday of Advent: 
Dollars for Donuts and green bag/Toys 
for Tots shopping 

December 16: Third Sunday of Advent: 
music practice with Alejandra for the 
23rd and retirement home caroling and 
pizza at the home of Gail and Bob B.
(4:30-8:00 p.m.) 

December 23: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Christmas program during service and 

party afterwards, with white elephant 
gift exchange 

December 30: no classes 
Date TBD: Sometime during winter break, 

after Christmas, we will go to Zoo 
Lights 

January 6: Epiphany 
 Take down both trees; cocoa and  
 cookies 
January 13: knitting with Paulette  
January 20: movie in the chapel 
January 27: music with Alejandra 
 

Looking ahead, we have pancake brunch on 
March 3rd and maybe a weekend at the cabin, 
probably late February or early March.  We 
will also return to Ft. Vancouver on March 
23rd for the lantern tour.  Sometime during 
Lent, we will do Pysanky eggs with Maggie E. 
 

We meet each Sunday after services, from 
11:15-12:15, food provided.  Come check us 
out!  Parents and grandparents are always 
welcome to join in too. 
 
Laura Gillooly, Youth Ministries Director 

Prayer Chain 
If you are interested in joining the RCPPC  
Prayer Chain, please see Andrea T. or Paulette 
for details. Sign-up is available every Sunday 
following worship. Contact Paulette at       
paulette@rosecityparkpres.org for  questions 
or call 503-282-0965.  
 

Prayer Cards 
In the pews are cards and we would love to be 
praying for you. Please fill out your prayers 
and praises and return in the offering plate. 

End of Year Tax Giving 
The end of the tax year is approaching and if 
any member would like to give stocks (The 
process for stocks can take a couple of weeks 
to process) or IRA contribution to Rose City 
Park should begin implementing the transfer 
of funds or stock now and not wait until late 
December. If you have questions phone   
Stewardship Chair, Ray A. 



 

THE PERFECT GIFT  
 

Jesus came to live among us, bringing light into darkness, and reconciliation to 
God and to one another. A perfect gift from a gracious God. As important as gifts 
to loved ones are, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) gives throughout the year 
through the Christmas Joy  Offering, drawing us back to the manger and God’s 
perfect gift to us. 

 

During this Advent Season, we celebrate leadership, past, present and future 
through support of the Christmas Joy Offering. We do so because church leaders 
greatly impact our lives of faith, walking with us down the path to be more like  
Jesus. We want future leaders for the church and world, like those educated at our 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color to reflect 
the wideness of God’s intended diversity, and we want those church leaders and 
their families who find themselves grappling with a critical financial need to have 
the resources they need. For those supported through the Christmas Joy Offering, 
this help is truly a gift from above. May our gifts, and the leaders who receive 
them, point us always to the truth of the one whose birth we celebrate, Jesus Christ 
— the truly perfect gift.  
 

In gratitude to God for the wondrous gift of Jesus, we invite you to join this         
celebration of God’s presence with us by supporting the Christmas Joy Offering. 
Envelopes are in the pew pockets, or you may make your gift online by clicking the 
“GIVE NOW” button on church website: www.rosecityparkpres.org. We will        
dedicate our gifts to the Joy Offering on Sunday, December 23rd. 



 

Sat. 1st 

 8:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 
Sun. 2nd       First Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir 
 10 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Tower Youth Group—

Advent Festival and tree decorating 
Tues. 4th 
 10 a.m. Contemp. Spirituality 
Wed. 5th 
 9:30 a.m. Martha Service 
 6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults 
 5 p.m. Personnel Committee 
Thur. 6th 
 10 a.m. Gentle Moves 
 5:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 7 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Sat. 8th 
 7 p.m. Season of Lights Concert 
Sun. 9th        Second Sunday of Advent 
 8:45 a.m.  Adult Ed. 
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir 
 10 a.m. Worship  
 11:15 a.m. Tower Youth Group—

Dollars for Donuts 
 4:30 p.m. Tower Youth Group—

Retirement Home Caroling 
 Tues. 11th 

 10 a.m. Contemp. Spirituality 
 7 p.m. Sarah Circle 
Wed. 12th  
 6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults 
 7 p.m. Communications Committee  
Thur. 13th 

 10 a.m. Gentle Moves 
 5:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 7 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Sun. 16th       Third Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir 
 10 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Youth Group—Music 

Practice  
 11:45 a.m. HOMEpdx 

Mon 17th  

 10:30 a.m. Women’s Coffee 
Tues. 18th 
 10 a.m. Contemp. Spirituality 
Wed. 19th 
 1 p.m.  Reading in the Afternoon 
 6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults 
Thur. 20th 
 10 a.m. Gentle Moves 
 1:30 p.m. Social Action Committee 
 5:30 p.m. Bell Choir 
 7 p.m. Chancel Choir 
Fri. 21st  

 7:30 p.m. Bach Cantata Choir  
 Concert 
Sun. 23trd      Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir 
 10 a.m. Worship  
 10 a.m. Christmas Program 
 11:15 a.m. Tower Youth Group—

White Elephant Gift Exchange 
 11:45 a.m. Music for Adults with 

Alejandra 
 Mon. 24th   Christmas Eve 
 4:30 p.m. Worship—Family Service 
 9:30 p.m. Worship—Candlelight 

Service 
Tues. 25th Christmas Day 
 RCPPC Office Closed  
Wed. 26th 
 6 p.m. Free Yoga for Adults 
 7 p.m. Reading in the Evening 
Thur. 27th 
 10 a.m. Gentle Moves 
Sun. 30th 
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir 
 10:00 a.m. Worship  
Mon. 31st New Year’s Eve 
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